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'eighties and in Great Britain in the 'nineties. Yet experience
showed that this disease was f requently curable, provided only
that it was diagnosed in time and that the patient would con-
sent to earn his cure by leading the reasonable and regular
life for which a well-directed sanatorium offered unrivalled
opportunities—provisos which had seldom been fulfilled in the
case of the workhouse consumptive. And common sense sug-
gested that it was a measure of economy to give timely atten-
tion to the treatment of the white scourge whose social im-
portance lies in its habit of attacking men and women in the
prime of life at the very time when they are assuming family
responsibilities.
Rate-supported sanatoria, properly equipped for supervising
and modifying the evolution of the disease and for occupying
the enforced leisure of the otherwise healthy patients, thus
became the only rational way of coping with the problem.
For diagnosing the disease and supervising those who could
safely be left at home, an equally well-equipped dispensary
in charge of a rate-paid specialist was just as necessary. As
the smaller sanitary authorities shrank from building beds each
of which would be occupied for so great a length of time by
the same patient, the central treasury made a grant of a
million and a half to the county councils in aid of capital ex-
penditure in 1911, in the hope of providing one sanatorium
bed for curable cases for every five thousand of the popula-
tion. And so that this longest of all curable diseases should not
deter families from timely acceptance of the only good chance
of recovery, gratuity was gradually found to have advantages
in the overwhelming majority of cases.
Nor have isolation and general hospitals and tuberculosis
sanatoria and dispensaries been by any means the only ways
chosen by the.sanitary authorities for checking the spread of
sickness. Under the contagious diseases notification acts 1889-
99, Parliament and the central department have added disease
after disease to the list of those that doctors are compelled and
paid to notify, while local authorities have been empowered
to add yet others to the list. To facilitate diagnosis they have

